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The National Coalition for 
Accessible Voting 

 

What are the Coalition’s goals? 
 

ACCESSIBILITY AND BALLOT ACCESS – While all voters have the 

statutory right to an accessible, private, and independent option 

to vote, voters with disabilities face numerous barriers to that op-

tion. We recognize that no single method of voting will ever satis-

factorily address the diverse needs of the American electorate.  

That is why we will advocate to expand voting options. 

The Coalition will advocate to 1) extend the rights enjoyed primar-
ily by people who vote in person to all people who prefer to vote 
remotely, and 2) preserve and extend options for in-person voting. 
The Coalition will oppose attempts to reduce ballot access.  

NATIONAL TESTING PROGRAM – To make progress towards safer, 
more accessible, and more secure elections, the Coalition advo-
cates for an extension of the charter of the Election Assistance 
Commission (EAC). An extension would allow for a national testing 
and certification program of electoral systems that are currently 
beyond the EAC’s charter.  These include remote accessible ballot 
marking, voter registration systems, and electronic poll-books. 
 

Why was the Coalition formed? 
 

We are impatient. For two decades, progress towards an accessi-

ble, private, and independent voting experience has been stymied. 

The Coalition was formed to unify and magnify the voices of its 

members and advocate for national and state legislation to ad-

dress issues that disproportionately affect the Coalition’s mem-

bers who are 26% of the U.S. population. These include issues of 

safety, availability of accessible voting options, and reliable ballot 

delivery. 

Specifically: 

The COVID-19 pandemic has further exposed flaws in America’s 
electoral system. In-person voting exposes voters and election 
staff to a new risk. People with disabilities are at a higher risk for 
the disease, preventing many from voting in-person. Older poll 
workers, fearing for their safety, have declined to staff the polls. 
The difficulty of replacing poll workers is so acute that some states 
have drastically reduced the number of polling locations, which 
will result in a decline in accessible voting options. Fewer polling 
locations mean long lines which discourages voter participation.  

While Vote-by-mail (VBM) may address issues of safety posed by 
the pandemic, it is not a panacea.  For many voters with disabili-
ties, hand-marking a paper ballot and returning by mail or drop-
off is not accessible nor does it preserve their statutory right to a 
private and independent voting experience. This is a big problem.  
In the 2020 election, due to the pandemic, it is expected that over 
40% of voters will remotely mark a paper ballot and return it by 
mail or drop-off. Without accessible options, disabled voters will 
have to choose between risking their safety or not voting.  

Who are its members? 
 

The National Coalition for Accessible Voting includes the nation’s 
leading disability, veterans, and civil rights organizations. They 
have joined their voices to advocate for accessible, remote voting 
for all people and to preserve and expand the options granted un-
der law for accessible, in-person voting.  

 

In addition, members of the U.S. Access Board, the Technical 
Guidelines Development Committee and Advisory Board of the 
EAC, and the American Civil Liberties Union regularly take part.  
 

How will the Coalition advocate for change? 
 

Three advocacy methods will be employed by the Coalition:  
1. Education focuses on empowering the Coalition members’ 

affiliates and their own grassroots efforts. 
2. Legislation will be championed by key members of the Co-

alition at the federal and state level, its information re-
sources support advocacy at the local level. The Coalition 
will draw upon security practitioners and election officials 
to supply expertise in the form of position papers, legisla-
tive language, and expert witnesses, to support its legisla-
tive initiatives 

3. Litigation may be pursued selectively to compel states to 
adhere to existing federal statutes. 

 

What about security? 
 

Security experts know that no system is 100% secure. Security is 
not a destination; it is a never-ending journey.  In the U.S., elec-
toral systems are not uniformly tested for security compliance 
against a published standard.  

However, by conducting compliance testing against steadily im-
proving published standards, and coupling it with pilots adminis-
tered by responsible election officials, progress is inevitable. Ac-
cess will increase, accessibility will be improved, and security will 
be strengthened.  

 

The National Coalition for Accessible Voting Membership  

National Council on Independent Living (NCIL) National Federation of the Blind (NFB) 

National Disability Rights Network (NDRN) American Council of the Blind (ACB) 

American Assoc. of People with Disabilities (AAPD) Paralyzed Veterans of America (PVA) 

Assoc. of University Centers on Disabilities (AUCD) Assoc. of Assistive Technology (ATAP) 

Autistic Self Advocacy Network (ASAN) Bazelon Mental Health Law 

Partnership for Inclusive Disaster Strategies World Institute on Disability (WID) 

Arc of the United States (The ARC) United Spinal Association 

The Christopher & Dana Reeve Foundation 

Assoc. of Programs for Rural Independent Living (APRIL-RURAL) 

The Washington Lawyers Committee for Civil Rights and Urban Affairs 

Self-Advocates Becoming Empowered (SABE) 

National Association of Councils on Developmental Disabilities (NACDD) 

Communication Services for the Deaf (CSD) and SignVote 2020  

http://www.ncavoting.org/
NCIL.org
NFB.org
NDRN.org
ACB.org
AAPD.com
PVA.org
AUCD.org
ATAPORG.org
https://autisticadvocacy.org/
BAZELON.org
https://disasterstrategies.org/
WID.org
THEARC.org
https://unitedspinal.org/
https://www.christopherreeve.org/
https://www.april-rural.org/
https://www.washlaw.org/
https://www.sabeusa.org/
https://www.nacdd.org/
https://www.nacdd.org/
signvote.org

